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BOOKSIGNING CELEBRATES COWBOY PHOTOGRAPHY COLLECTION 
MISSOULA-
The work of pioneering cowboy photographer Charles E. Morris has been collected in 
a new book by his son, 85-year-old Bill Morris.
“True, Free Spirit: Charles E. Morris, Cowboy/Photographer of the Old West” 
features turn-of-the-century photographs from a University of Montana collection of Morris’ 
glass plates and negatives.
UM’s Museum of Fine Arts will host a booksigning with Bill Morris from 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 9. The signing will take place in the Henry Meloy Gallery, located in 
the Performing Arts and Radio/Television Center on campus.
Morris’ photographs of cowboys, Indians and sheepherders were popular in the early 
1900s, when they were distributed as postcards. His picture of cowboy Roy Mathieson on a 
bucking bronco won a photography competition at the 1904 World’s Fair in St. Louis.
Morris photographed “the West that was -  not the West of Imagination,” wrote Gene 
Gressley of the American Heritage Center in the book’s forward. Morris took thousands of 
photographs while living in Big Sandy, Chinook and Great Falls.
The Morris collection was donated to the Museum of Fine Arts by Lloyd Shermer, 
former Lee Enterprises president and CEO.
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